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BELIZE:

STATUTORY INSTRUMENT

No. 74 of 2022

REGULATIONS made by the Minister responsible for 
fisheries in exercise of the powers conferred upon 
him by sections 17 and 20 of the Fisheries Resources 
Act, Chapter 210 of the Substantive Laws of Belize, 
Revised Edition 2020, and all other power thereunto 
him enabling.

(Gazetted 21st April, 2022).

PART I

Preliminary

1. These Regulations may be cited as the

FISHERIES (SOUTH WATER CAYE MARINE
RESERVE) (AMENDMENT) REGULATIONS, 2022,

and shall be read and construed as one with the Fisheries 
(South Water Caye Marine Reserve) Regulations, 2009, 
which is hereinafter referred to as the principal Regulations.

2. Regulation 4 of the principal Regulations is amended by
repealing sub-regulation and substituting the following–

“4.–(1) For the purposes of these Regulations and for 
the control of the Reserve, there shall be established 
within the Reserve, the following zones–

(a)	 Conservation Zone I; 

(b)	 Conservation Zone II; 

(c)	 Conservation Zone III;
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(d)	 Preservation Zone; 

(e)	 General Use Zone I; and

(f)	 General Use Zone II.”.

3.	 Regulation 5 of the principal Regulations is amended–

(a)	 by repealing sub-regulation (1) and substituting 
the following–

“(1)	General Use Zone I and General Use 
Zone II are restricted to fishing by 
licensed fishermen who currently use 
these Zones and  a fisherman who is 
desirous of fishing within these Zones 
shall apply for a licence to fish in 
accordance with these Regulations.”;

(b)	 in sub-regulation (4), by deleting the words 
“the General Use Zone only” and substituting 
the words “General Use Zone I and General 
Use Zone II only in”; and

(c)	 in sub-regulation (5) , by deleting the words 
“the General Use Zone” and substituting the 
words “General Use Zone I and General Use 
Zone II”.

4.	 Regulation 6 of the principal Regulations is repealed and 
replaced with the following–

Amendment of 
regulation 5.

Amendment of 
regulation 6.

“Rules for 
Conservation 
Zones.

6.–(1) There shall be only non-extractive 
recreational activities in Conservation Zone 
I, Conservation Zone II and Conservation 
Zone III.

(2) No person shall engage in commercial, sport 
or subsistence fishing within Conservation 
Zone I, Conservation Zone II or Conservation 
Zone III.
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(3) No person shall secure a boat to the sea bed 
of  Conservation Zone I, Conservation Zone 
II, or Conservation Zone III except by means 
of a mooring that is officially designated for 
this purpose, save in the case of an emergency 
where life and property are endangered, 
or with the prior written permission of the 
Reserve Manager. 

(4) Every diver in Conservation Zone I, 
Conservation Zone II or Conservation Zone 
III shall adhere to the following rules–

(a) 	divers shall register with the Reserve 
Manager prior to entering any of the 
conservation zones; 

(b) 	charter dives shall first obtain a 
licence in accordance with these 
Regulations, before operating in 
any of the conservation zones and 
all dive boats shall fly the “divers 
down flag” when they have divers 
in the water;

(c) 	 only certified scuba divers, or 
divers undergoing a training course 
conducted by a recognized instructor, 
are allowed to use scuba equipment 
in the Reserve; 

(d) 	dive guides are required to explain 
the rules of the Reserve to a diver 
within the Reserve; 

(e) 	 every boat owner desirous of 
operating a boat in any of the 
conservation zone, shall first 
register his boat with the Fisheries 
Administrator in accordance with 
these Regulations;
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(f)	 every operator of a motor boat shall 
observe the low wake zone boat 
way when approaching snorkelers 
or divers; 

(g)	 for Scuba tours, a maximum of eight 
divers per licensed dive master is 
permitted; 

(h) 	for snorkel tours, a maximum of 
eight snorkelers per licensed tour 
guide is permitted;  and

(i) 	 no person shall harass or in any way 
tamper with any fauna within any of 
the conservation zones.

(5) 	For the purpose of this Regulation, “divers 
down flag” means a flag with a white diagonal 
stripe upon a red or blue background.

(6) 	No person shall engage in water-skiing 
or jet skiing within the Conservation Zone I, 
Conservation Zone II or Conservation Zone 
III.”.

MADE by the Minister responsible for fisheries this 19th 
day of April, 2022.

HON. ABNER PEREZ
Minister of the Blue Economy and Civil Aviation

(Minister responsible for fisheries)
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